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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Piano Class:

In this class students will practice playing the piano at their own level of experience beginner through advanced.  We will use Alfred piano books 1-3. Supersonics Piano Method Level 1-5 (supersonicsplus.com) and literature that gets progressively more difficult throughout the year.  There will be two recitals a year.
Beginning Orchestra:

This orchestra is for students with no previous experience on a stringed instrument.  The main emphasis of this class is basic posture and position, tone production, rhythm, note reading and ear training.  Beginning students are required to participate in all scheduled rehearsals and concerts. 



Concert Orchestra:

This orchestra is for students with at least one year of experience.  The main emphasis of this class is note reading, rhythms, posture, and ensemble technique.  Concert Orchestra students are required to participate in all scheduled rehearsals and concerts. 



Philharmonic Orchestra:

This orchestra consists of students with at least one-two years of prior playing experience.  The main emphasis of this class is complex rhythms, vibrato, and shifting. Students are encouraged to audition for the region orchestra and participate in the solo and ensemble contest.  Students in this orchestra participate in the annual UIL concert and sightreading contest.
Sinfonia: 

This orchestra consists of students with at least two-three years of prior playing experience who have auditioned and been selected.  Students will continue to develop more advanced techniques such as vibrato, shifting, extensions, and musicianship. Students in this orchestra participate in the annual UIL concert and sightreading contest.  7th and 8th grade students are required to audition for the region orchestra (optional for 6th graders).  Students have the option to participate in the solo and ensemble contest. Students in this orchestra are also required to participate in Lanier Symphony Orchestra events (combined orchestra and band).  This orchestra requires an increased level of commitment from all students.   

Participation Requirements for Philharmonic and Sinfonia:

1. Concerts

2. Morning or After School Sectionals, as needed.

3. After School Rehearsals, as needed.
4. Pre-UIL Concert/Clinic

5. UIL Contest

ATTENDANCE POLICY

By enrolling in orchestra or piano, students and their parents are committing to attending all required events during the year.  Certain types of absences can be made up.  Each case will be considered individually and privately in accordance to circumstances.  All decisions are made at the director’s discretion and are final.
Students may make up an EXCUSED absence if: 
1. The absence is due to the student’s own illness or a death in the family.  
2. The absence is due to a conflict with another Lanier related event. Please notify Ms. Cole two weeks prior to the event so she can work things out with the other teacher involved.  
3. The absence is due to a conflict with a religious holiday.

Students are considered UNEXCUSED if the absence is because of a “non-Lanier” event, doctor appointments, not having a ride, simply forgetting about the event or not notifying Ms. Cole in a timely fashion.  Please plan ahead to avoid these sorts of conflicts.  UNEXCUSED ABSENCES RECEIVE A GRADE OF ZERO FOR THE EVENT.
Make-up Tapes – Rehearsals, Clinics, and Concerts – EXCUSED absences only!
Students will receive full credit for the grade if they do a make-up recording.  Ms. Cole must assign the music that they practice.  The recording should be one hour in length and is due at least three days prior to the end of the nine weeks.  If the absence was excused and the student fails to turn in a recording or the absence was unexcused a grade of “zero” will be recorded for the event.  
REQUIRED SUPPLIES
	All Orchestra Students:
Rosin

Cleaning Cloth

Tuner – electronic tuner or phone app

Metronome – electronic metronome or phone app
Pencil Zipper Bag with Pencils

Hard Black 3-Ring Binder (1 inch)
Wire Music Stand (for home practice and certain events)

Box of Kleenex to donate
Violin/Viola: Shoulder Rest (Kun style or similar)

Cello/Bass:  Rock Stop or Endpin Strap
Beginner Orchestra:
Essential Elements for Strings Book 1

Violin & Viola players, bring your instrument on the red or purple day that you have class.  Cello and bass players use the Lanier school cello or bass during class. 

Case and Binder Labeling:
All violin and viola cases need 3 items on each case:

1. Luggage tag with student name and a way to contact you, phone number or email address.

2. A distinctive decoration no other case would have like a key chain or colorful bow tied to it.

3. A colored piece of duct tape on the handle side of the case with the student’s name written on it.  I can provide this in class.

All orchestra members must bring their black orchestra binder every red or purple day that they have class.  

1. Binders should have a colored piece of duct tape on the spine with the student’s name written in permanent marker on it.  I can provide this in class.

Piano Students:
Pencils

Box of Kleenex to donate
Alfred’s Adult All-In-One Course (Piano) or Supersonics Piano Method (book or access online supersonicsplus.com)


	LOCAL INSTRUMENT SHOPS

Lisle Violin Shop

www.lisleviolinshop.com
2450 Bissonnet

Houston, TX 77005

713-526-4005

Quantum Bass Center

www.quantumbasscenter.com

3414 La Branch St.

Houston, TX 77004

713-909-0994
H & H Music Company

www.hhmusic.com
various store locations: instrument rentals and repairs will be delivered to and from Lanier by H & H
Amati Violin Shop
www.amativiolinshop.com
2315 University Blvd

Houston, TX 77005

713-666-6461

Gold Violin Shop

www.gold-violin-houston.9f.com

7010 Mapleridge

Houston, TX 77081

713-729-2231
Strads Violin Shop

https://www.facebook.com/stradsviolin/
Janie Yao 832-630-5048




BEGINNING ORCHESTRA PARENTS
Please call, go online or visit one of the local instrument vendors to rent/purchase an instrument.  This needs to be done during the first week of school.  If you wait longer, your child may not receive his/her instrument for several weeks.  I highly recommend renting your instrument rather than purchasing it.  This allows for easily switching sizes as your child grows, along with free string replacement and repairs.  Instrument rentals are also rent-to-own, all monthly payments go towards purchase if you’d like to.
PLEASE DO NOT PURCHASE INSTRUMENTS FROM ONLINE VENDORS BEFORE CHECKING WITH ME FIRST.  Many of these instruments are made with cheap wood/fittings and can cause many problems for your child.  They are not set up properly, are very difficult to tune and parts generally break within the first year.

Please specify the following when ordering your instrument:

Instrument Choice:  _______________________       Size:  _______________
FEES & FUNDRAISING
In order for the orchestra and piano program to participate in various activities funds are required for each student.  It is the orchestra and piano program’s policy that students participate in some manner in the fees or fundraisers to do their fair share.  

These fundraisers are used to provide funds to purchase orchestra and piano department enhancements such as equipment maintenance and purchases, UIL/TMEA expenses, transportation costs, clinicians, off-campus activities, minor trip expenses, general supplies, contest fees, and financial assistance.  
Fundraisers will give you the opportunity to raise money towards your class fee or trip.
PERFORMANCE DRESS

Beginners/Concert Orchestra:  

Uniform Khaki Pants or Skirt, Lanier Orchestra T-Shirt and dress shoes.

Philharmonic and Sinfonia:

Ladies:  Mandisa style dress, black in color.  

 Available from: www.stageaccents.com  (once at the website, search for “mandisa”)


 This dress comes in girls and ladies sizes.  Please follow the sizing chart on the website.  




*You will also need black DRESS shoes.  No sandals/flip-flops.

Gentlemen: Black dress shirt with long sleeves.
                    Black dress pants or adjustable tuxedo pants.
                    Black DRESS shoes and LONG BLACK SOCKS. 

In most cases, you will have to hem the dresses.  Please make sure you do this with a temporary hem so that you may take it out as your child grows.  The first formal concert will be the Winter Concert in December.  Please make sure you have your uniforms ordered by October 31.
CALCULATION OF GRADES
SUMMATIVE 40%:  playing exams, sectionals, rehearsals, concerts, clinics, and contests.  Playing exams will be based on posture, technique, correct fingerings, bowings, musicality, tone and intonation.  Concert grades are based on musicianship and appropriate uniforms.   
Formative 50%:  scale tests, tuning tests, written exams, binder checks, and practice logs.  Binders must have all music with correct markings given from rehearsals. 
PRACTICE/PREPARATIVE 10%: do now assignment, performing in rehearsal, class contribution, being on time, having materials and instrument, worksheets, and stage clean-up.
IB GRADE 0-8 POINTS: Completed classroom jobs, projects and process journals.
CHAIR PLACEMENTS:  

Chair placements for concerts will be based on the most recent chair test.  Any solo positions will be by audition only.  Ms. Cole reserves the right to select chairs for the UIL contest and spring trips.

ELIGIBILITY

To participate in UIL events, contests, and trips, you must be eligible.  In other words, you need to be passing all of your classes!  Grades are checked every three weeks.  If you are passing all classes on your report card, you don’t need to worry about your progress report grades.  However, if you are failing at least one class on a report card, you must be passing ALL classes on your next progress report.  You have two chances to “regain” eligibility with each progress report.   You will be provided with a list of all eligibility grade check dates.  For more information or clarification, contact Ms. Cole.
EXTRA CREDIT

You will receive +5 points extra credit on a performance grade (major grade) for each professional event you attend throughout the school year.  Extra credit will be added to your chair test score/grade entered on powerschool but will not change your chair placement.

To get credit:

( Write a short report about things you observed at the performance. Your report can include musical observations, interpretations, reactions to the music, communication between players, conductor styles, etc. The report does not need to be long – just concise and expressive.  Make sure you put your name on the report.
( Attach a ticket stub or concert program to the report, signed by a parent.

Concerts must be “professional” in nature and involve at least one string player (youth orchestras and K-12 school orchestras do not count).  Houston Symphony, Houston Ballet, Houston Grand Opera, TUTS, Shepherd School Symphony, Moores School Symphony, Mercury Baroque, Houston Chamber Orchestra, River Oaks Chamber Orchestra are pre-approved.   Contact Ms. Cole for approval of other events.

PROCEDURES & EXPECTATIONS

Follow these rules when you are in orchestra class:

1. Be in your seat with your instrument and supplies when the tardy bell rings.

2. No talking while the director is working or on the podium.

3. If you have a question, raise your hand.

4. Stay in your seat unless you have permission to get out of it.
5. If you need to go to the bathroom, please raise your hand and show two fingers twisted, I will signal that you can go.  
6. No food, drinks or gum on stage at any time.  Carefully stored water is okay.
When you enter the orchestra room: 

1. Take your instrument to your chair and unpack; rosin your bow if necessary.
2. Tune your instrument.
3. Complete do now assignment and individually practice pizzicato and wait for the signal that class is starting.
COMMUNICATION

www.lanierorchestra.org
The orchestra website will keep you up to date on all orchestra related events. You can find the calendar there.  It will be updated as needed.  The website has a “student documents” section that contains orchestra forms.  

We are using Cut Time for orchestra related emails. 

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are not required, but strongly encouraged.   A private instructor can individualize instruction for your child, allowing them to progress at a faster rate, and giving special attention to solos and region audition music.  There are many private instructors in the Houston area.  For a complete list, please locate the menu entitled “Private Lesson Teachers” on www.lanierorchestra.org.  Email Ms. Cole if you need a recommendation.
CLASS EXPECTATIONS
Respect yourself, others, and school. Use your teachers as a resource. Listen to and follow directions. Expect to bring your “A” game. S.L.A.N.T. (Sit Up. Listen. Ask and Answer Questions.)
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
· ABSENCES:

Students who are absent will be given ample time to complete missed assignments without penalty. However, it is the student’s responsibility to inquire about missed assignments.
· HOMEWORK:

Homework is a necessary part of each student’s educational program. Assignments must be completed and submitted in accordance with school’s policy.
· LATE WORK:

Late work is any classwork or homework that is not completed by the time class starts on the due date. Late work will be accepted for two class-period days after the classwork or homework is due. 
· CONSEQUENCES FOR ARRIVING LATE TO CLASS:

1st Tardy – Teacher warning
2nd and 3rd Tardy – Teacher will call parent or guardian
For any subsequent tardy, students will serve administrative assigned detention.
· TUTORING:

For any student needing extra help, tutoring is offered by appointment only. 
IB (INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE) 
The IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) is an internationally recognized educational framework for students aged 11 to 16. It encourages critical thinking, creativity, and global-mindedness through interdisciplinary learning and real-world connections. The MYP prepares students for success in further education and life by fostering inquiry, reflection, and responsible action.
At Lanier, we celebrate and actively promote the IB Learner Profile traits (Inquirer, Knowledgeable, Thinker, Communicator, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, Risk-Takers, Balanced, and Reflective) encouraging students to embody these values in their learning in the classroom and everyday lives.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
In accordance with Texas House Bill 1481 and to ensure an academically focused school environment, the use of personal communication devices is prohibited by law on school property during the instructional day. Personal communication devices, as defined by law, include the following:
· Cell phones 

· Tablets

· Smartwatches or wearable communication devices

· Any electronic device capable of digital communication

· Headphones or earbuds

SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES
Many resources are available to students to support them in their learning. They are encouraged to make use of the resources in the classroom as well as the library and the technology demonstrated and offered to them to further assist them in the learning process at home.
MY AIMS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL
· Enjoy music, develop curiosity, and begin to appreciate its elegant power  

· Communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts  

· Develop logical, critical, and creative thinking  

· Develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in thinking and problem-solving  
GRADING
· IB CRITERION FOR ARTS OBJECTIVES:

Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding
Criterion B: Developing Skills
Criterion C: Thinking Creatively
Criterion D: Responding
· CRITERIA FOR GRADING ACADEMIC SUBJECTS:

90-100        
Excellent work quality, mastery
80-89 
  
Good work quality, consistent effort
75-79
 
Satisfactory work, average
70-74
 
Work quality is below expectations
69 or below 
Failing
· WEIGHTED SUBJECTS:

10%    
    
Practice/Preparation 
50%
  
Formative
40%
 
Summative
0%
 
IB/Objective Testing
· GRADING CYCLE DATES

Cycle 1       
Aug. 12 - Sep. 19 (Report Card Sept. 26)
Cycle 2
  
Sep. 22 - Oct. 31 (Report Card Nov. 10)
Cycle 3
 
Nov. 3 - Dec. 19 (Report Card Jan. 9)
Cycle 4      
Jan. 6 -  Apr. 17 (Report Card Feb. 27)
Cycle 5
  
Feb. 23 - Apr. 17 (Report Card Apr. 24)
Cycle 6
 
Apr. 20 - June 4 (Report Card June 12)
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